














Since all of the strawberries grown in Georgia are for
pick-your-own operations or home use, the matted row
system of strawberry culture is most desirable. Matted row
strawberry plantings are best established by spring planti-
ng. Thus winter digging of runners for plants is preferred.
These plants should be bundled, kept moist and held at 33°
to 34°F until they are planted.

Layering
The trailing brambles (blackberry and raspberry) and

muscadine grapes are the fruit plants most commonly
propagated by layering in Georgia.
Tip Layering

Trailing bramble plants often tip layer naturally late in
the season. The terminal of the vigorously growing bram-
ble canes will grow into the soil (Figure 40) and form a
mass of roots. These rooted tip layers can be dug in the
winter (Figure 41) and planted in the desired location.

To ensure tip layering, nurserymen often place a half
shovel of soil over the terminals of the canes in late
August. By placing the soil over the tip, the resulting lay-
ers generally develop a larger root system.
Simple Layering

Muscadine grapes are often propagated by simple lay-

ering—placing soil over the mid-portion of new shoots in
late June or early July, leaving the shoot terminal exposed.
Roots will form where the vine is covered with soil. These
rooted layers can be removed from the mother plant dur-
ing the dormant season and transplanted.

If a number of plants are desired, take an entire fruit-
ing arm of the muscadine vine and lay it in a shallow
trench in late June or July. Cover it with 4 to 5 inches of
soil and leave the tips of all the growing shoots uncov-
ered. Most of these shoots will root and form new plants.
In the winter, remove the soil and cut the rooted shoots
from the mother plant.

Stooling
Natural stooling of plants, such as the erect blackberry,

fig and rabbiteye blueberry, will produce a limited number of
plants. Where only a few plants are wanted, digging the nat-
ural stools of established plants of desired varieties is a good
method. Stools of these three fruits should be dug in the dor-
mant season and planted in the desired location. Because
most stool plants have a limited root system, the top of the
plant have a limited root system, the top of the plant should
be pruned back by at least half. Figure 42 is an erect black-
berry stool with an exceptionally large root system.
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SUMMARY OF METHODS TO PROPAGATE 
FRUIT PLANTS NOT BUDDED OR GRAFTED

Fruit Method

Erect blackberries Root cuttings, stools

Figs Hardwood cuttings, softwood cuttings, stools

Bunch and French hybrid grapes Hardwood cuttings

Rabbiteye blueberries Softwood cuttings or stools

Muscadine grapes Softwood cuttings or simple layering

Strawberries Runners

Trailing brambles Tip layering



Bulletin 818	 Reviewed April, 2009

The University of Georgia and Ft. Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and counties of the state cooperating. Cooperative Extension, the Uni-
versity of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, offers educational programs, assistance and materials to all people without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, gender or disability.

An Equal Opportunity Employer/Affirmative Action Organization 

Committed to a Diverse Work Force




