




















Pachysandra

Pachysandra terminalis (Japanese pachysandra)
Growing to a height of 6 to 8 inches, pachysandra is also

used primarily as a ground cover. It flowers but is grown

principally for its yellowish-green evergreen foliage. It is

best in shade. Several variegated varieties are available.

Pampas Grass
Cortaderia selloana

Pampas grass is probably the best known of all the orna-
mental grasses. Large fluffy white or rose plumes are pro-
duced in late summer on 5- to 10-foot plants. Plants grow
best in full sun but will tolerate light shade. Many other less-
er-known ornamental grasses also grow well in Georgia.

Peony
Peonia lactiflora

Peonies are handsome plants in the perennial border.
Large showy flowers are produced on plants 3 to 4 feet
high in mid- to late spring. Many colors and flower forms
are available. The early blooming varieties reportedly per-
form better in Georgia. Peonies are marginal in central
Georgia and not generally recommended for South
Georgia. P. suffruticosa (tree peony) is not recommended
except in northern Georgia.

Garden phlox

Phlox

Phlox paniculata (garden phlox, summer phlox)
P. subulata (moss phlox, thrift)
P. divaricata (blue phlox)

P. carolina ‘Miss Lingard’
A very diverse genus, phlox is used extensively.

Garden phlox produces tall and showy flower clusters in
summer; many colors are available. Moss phlox is used as
a ground cover or for edging. It is very heat and drought tol-
erant but very intolerant of poor drainage. Many colors are
available in addition to the common magenta. Blue phlox is
one of the few phlox that will grow in shade. It produces a
light blue flower. In shade, blue phlox is loose and open; in
sun, more dense and compact.

Physostegia
Physostegia virginiana (obedient plant)

Physostegia is one of the more adaptable perennials
growing well in full sun or partial shade and in wet or dry
soils. Blooming from mid- to late summer, colors range
from white to pink, rose-pink and red. Heights range from
172 to 7 feet. It is excellent for background use and for nat-
uralizing. Some varieties are so vigorous as to become
invasive.

Poppy
Papaver orientalis (Oriental poppy)

Oriental poppies are spectacular in the landscape. Four-
to 6-inch flowers are produced on plants that average about
3 feet in height and spread. Colors range from white to
pink, coral and vivid orange and red. Oriental poppies are
marginal in Georgia and better suited to northern portions
of the state. They should be grown in full sun.

Purple Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea

Easy to grow, purple coneflower grows to a height of 3
to 5 feet. Purple petals (ray flowers) surround black centers
(disks flowers). A white variety is also available. Mildew is
common on purple coneflower.

Rudbeckia
Rudbeckia hirta (blackeyed Susan)

Rudbeckia is among the easiest of perennials to grow
and is naturalized in many areas of the state. Most cultivat-
ed varieties grow 2 to 3 feet high and bloom early summer
to fall. Orange, gold, yellow and brown colors predominate.
Double-flowered varieties are available. Mildew is com-
mon on rudbeckia.

Salvia
Salvia farinacea (blue salvia)
S. X superba (perennial salvia)

Blue salvia produces a blue flower spike 1% to 3 feet
tall; flowering begins in early summer and continues until
fall. Perennial salvia produces violet-blue flower spikes.
Both are useful in backgrounds and when a spike effect is
desired. S. elegans (pineapple sage) is a late-blooming red
species reaching 4 to 5 feet high. S. leucantha (Mexican
sage), a tall, bushy, late-blooming purple species is cold
tender in North Georgia. Many other salvia species are also
cultivated, including the annual S. splendens (scarlet sage).

Santolina
Santolina chaemaecyparius (lavender cotton)
S. virens (green lavender cotton)

Both are grown primarily for their foliage, silver-gray
and bright green respectively. Plants form a broad spread-
ing mound 1% feet tall and wide. They are frequently used
for edging. Both require full sun and well-drained soils.
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Sedum

Sedum spectabile

There are dozens of sedum species cultivated that vary
tremendously in growth habit. This species is among the
showiest. Colors range from white to red. Blooming in late
summer until frost, plants are effective as single specimens or
in small groups. Heights range from 1% to 2 feet. Full sun or
light shade is satisfactory, but well-drained soils are essential.

Shasta daisy

Shasta Daisy
Chrysanthemum X superbum

Shasta daisy grows easily and performs well in most
parts of the state. Flowering in midsummer, it is used exten-
sively in borders and for cut flowers. Heights range from 1
to 3 feet depending on variety; single-, semi-double- and
double-flowered varieties are available. Shasta daisies do
best in full sun but tolerate light shade.

St. John’s Wort

Hypericum calycinum

St. John’s wort is a tough perennial generally used as a
ground cover. It can adapt to a wide variety of conditions
and will tolerate hot, dry conditions. Bright yellow flowers
are produced in summer. The foliage is usually evergreen
but occasionally winter burns. Plants can be renewed by cut-

ting back severely in early spring before new growth begins.

Stokesia
Stokesia cyanea (Stokes’ aster)

Easy to grow, the plant produces a rosette of foliage 12
to 15 inches high that has light blue flowers 1 to 2 inches in
diameter. It is tolerant of heat and drought and is used in
borders as a cut flower.

Sweet William
Dianthus barbatus

Sweet William grows 1 to 2 feet tall, producing flowers in
dense flattop clusters. It is useful in borders, edging and as a
cut flower. It blooms in late spring and early summer, then typ-
ically declines during the heat of summer. Colors range from
white to pink, red and lavender. Sweet William is a short-lived
perennial often acting as a biennial in the Southeast.

Thymus
Thymus vulgaris (common thyme)

Numerous species and varieties are cultivated. Grown
as a culinary herb, thyme is also an attractive garden peren-
nial well suited to rock gardens, interplanting among stones
and, of course, herb gardens. Full sun and well-drained
soils are essential.

Tritoma
Kniphofia uvaria (red hot poker)

Tritoma produces a strong textural feature in the garden
and is usually used for accent. The flower spikes are held
high above the grasslike foliage, which is semi-evergreen.
Colors range from cream to yellow and the more familiar
coral red. Bloom time ranges from early summer to fall
depending on variety.

Verbena
Verbena canadensis (rose verbena)
V. tenuisecta (moss verbena)

Both are low-growing, spreading, and floriferous. ‘Rosea’
is the best known V. canadensis variety. Moss verbena varies
from blue to purple, lilac and violet; a white variety, ‘Alba’ is
also available. Moss verbena is often seen growing along the
roadsides of Georgia. V. X hybrida varieties, usually treated as
annuals, may perform as perennials in mild climates.

Veronica
Veronica spicata (speedwell)

A number of varieties are available, with most ranging
in height from about 1 to 2 feet. Most are blue, but white
varieties are also available. Peak bloom time is midsummer.
The spiky blue flowers can be used to good effect in peren-
nial borders. V. repens is a very low-growing mat-forming
type with evergreen foliage.

Vinca
Vinca minor (periwinkle)
V. major

Vinca is an evergreen perennial often used as a ground
cover in shade or partial-shade. Both species produce attrac-
tive blue flowers; white varieties are also available. V. minor is
smaller and more compact; both spread to form a dense mat.
Do not confuse the true vincas with Catharanthus roseus, also
called periwinkle, which is a widely grown annual.

Viola

Viola cornuta (horned violet)
V. odorata (sweet violet)

V. tricolor (Johnny-jump-up)

Horned violets are low-growing and used for bedding
and edging. Sweet violets produce the familiar sweet-
smelling violets; the foliage is also quite attractive in mass.
Johnny-jump-ups are short-lived perennials much like the
familiar pansy, which is not perennial in Georgia.
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ADDITIONAL PERENNIALS

Many other lesser-known perennials grow well in
Georgia. In a few cases they may be slightly more demand-
ing, but for the perennial enthusiast are certainly worth try-
ing. Some possibilities include:

Common Name

Botanical Name

Bears Breeches

Acanthus mollis

Blackberry Lily

Belamcanda chinensis

Blue Fescue Festuca ovina glauca
Blue Stars Amsonia species
Boltonia Boltonia asteroides
Catnip Nepeta cataria

Carolina Lupine

Thermopsis caroliniana

Chinese Bellflower

Platycodon grandiflorus

Chinese Lantern

Physalis alkekengi

Epimedium

Epimedium species and hybrids

Evening Primrose (Sundrops)

Oenothera species

False Sunflower

Heliopsis helianthoides

Filipendula Filipendula species
Flax Linum perenne
Fleebane Erigeron species

Gas Plant Dictamnus albus
Geranium Geranium sanquineum
Gerbera Daisy Gerbera jamesonii
Germander Teucrium chamaedrys
Globe Thistle Echinops retro
Goatsbeard Aruncus dioicus

Heartleaf Begonia

Begenia cordifolia

Hen-and-Chicks

Sempervivum tectorum

Lady’s Mantle

Alchemillia mollis

Lavender Lavendula officinalis

Lamb’s Ear Stachys byzantina

Leopard’s Bane Doronicum cordatum
Meadow Rue Thalictrum aquilegifolium
Monkshood Aconitum species
Pasqueflower Anemone pulsatilla
Pincushion Plant Scabiosa caucasica
Plumbago Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
Sea Pink Armeria maritima

Sea Statice Limonium latifolium

Self-Heal (Heal-All)

Prunella vulgaris

Siberian Bugloss

Brunnera macrophylla

Snakeroot Cimicifuga racemosa
Sneezeweed Helenium autumnale
Spiderwort Tradescantia virginiana
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QUICK REFERENCE TO COMMON PERENNIALS

Name Height Color’ Bloom’ Shade Partial Shade Sun Comments
Achillea 2-4 W,PY,G Su

Ajuga 2-3” B,W,P Sp *

Alyssum 9-12” Y -Sp

Artemisia 1-3 see text
Asclepias 1-2° 6] Su

Aster 1-5’ all Su+/F

Astilbe 1-3 W,P.R Sp *

Baptisia 3 B Sp

Begonia 12” PW -Su/F *

Buddleia 3-6’ W,B,P,0 Su/F

Candytuft 127 W Sp

Carnation 12” -B Sp/Su

Caryopteris 3-4 B Su+

Centaurea 127 B -Su

Ceratostigma 2-3’ B Su+

Chrysanthemum 1-3’ -B Su/F see text
Chrysogonum 3’ Y Sp/-Su

Columbine 2-3’ W,PB,Y Sp

Coreopsis 1-3’ Y,G Su

Delphinium 1-5’ B,W,L Sp/Su see text
Dianthus 12” PW,R,Y Sp/Su

Dicentra 1-3’ W,P Sp+/Su *

Foxglove 2-6’ W,PY,L Sp+

Gaillardia 1-22 Y,R,0 Su/F

Gaura 2-3 w Su-

Goldenrod 1-3 G Su+/F

Gypsophila 2-4’ w -Su/F

Hardy Ageratum 1-2° B,W F

Helleborus 12-15 W,P,L W/-Sp *

Hemerocallis 1-4 -B Su

Heuchera 6-12” W,PR Sp/-Su *

Hibiscus 3-8 W,P.R Su

Hollyhock 4-8 -B Sp+/-Su

Hosta 1-3 * see text
Iris 2-4’ all Sp/-Su see text
Japanese Anemone 3 W,P Su+/F

Lantana 4-6’ 0,Y Sp/Su/F

Liatris 2-6’ L,P Su/F

Liriope 1-2’ * see text
Lobelia 2-3 R,B Su+

Lythrum 3-6’ PL/P Su

Monarda 2-3’ W,R,P Sp+/Su

Ophiopogon Vo2 * see text
Pachysandra 6-8” *

Pampas Grass 5-10° W,P Su+/F

Peony 3-4 W,PR Sp/Sp+

Phlox 1°-3 all -Sp/Su * see text
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Exposure

Name Height Colot! Bloony Shade Partial Shade Sun Comments
Physostegia 1ve-7’ WER Su * *

Poppy {Oriental) 2-3 WEOR Sp+ * *

Furple Coneflower 3-5 L/F Sy * *

Rudbeckia 2-3 Y006 Su/F *

Salvia V-5’ WEBRL SufF * * see text
Santolina 1% * see text
Sedum 17-2 WER SpfF * see text
Shasta Daisy 1-3’ W -SuUiSu * *

St John's Worl 6-12" Y Su * *

Stokesia 12-15" B Su *

Swamp Sunflower 5-8 Y F *

Sweet William 1-2 WEPRL Sp+/-Su *

Thymus 3-8 BL Su *

Tritoma 2-4 A S * *

Verbena g’ WEBL Spi- *

Veronica 1.2 BwW Su * *

Vinca 3-8" BW Sp * *

Viola 3-8 all Sp/Su * * * see text

1 Color: G = gold, W = white, P = pink, ¥ = yellow, R = red, B = blue, O = crange, L = lavender, all = all colors, - = indicates absence of a single

color, all others represented.
2 Bloom: Sp = spring, Su = summer, F = fall, W = winter, - = early, + = late, / = range of bloom.
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